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vated to the Cabinet and, before the War, was sharing
directly in the supreme responsibility of Government.
He was widely acclaimed as an unbending champion
of Free Trade. Two more years passed during which
Simon and his colleagues began the War against
Germany. The first coalition was formed under
Asquith. Simon did not step out or sideways. He
advanced to be Home Secretary, In 1916 came
turning-point number one. Asquith decided to intro-
duce conscription. Simon's critics say that he believed
the measure would prove an unpopular failure. His
supporters say that Simon's conscience was touched
on the raw. Compulsion of the individual on this
issue was wholly objectionable to him. All that was
liberal within him rebelled. Not being a time-server
or a placeman he resigned.
Nobody can say what went on within that super-
lative brain. If he had expected a popular revulsion
he made an immense miscalculation. I should prefer
to attribute to Simon's move complete sincerity. It is
the easiest explanation. It fits his earlier record. He
could contend that compulsory military service was
a denial of all for which the country was fighting,
that no citizen of a free democracy had a right to
impose this service on his fellows, and that what we
should gain in numbers we should lose in good will.
The event did not support this third plea. But no one
could foresee that. These sentences were first written
in mid-April, 1939. There was then a growing pres-
sure on the Government to leave nothing to chance
in any collision with Germany. The demand was
heard that every Englishman should be a conscript.
Indeed its strength became so great that the Govern-
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